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REFLEXIONS 
UPON 


Sach 177 


Thankſgiving-Day, SC. 


SIR, | 


INCE I had the Happineſs 
of your good Company in 
the Country, I have con- 

tracted a great Debt to 
you, which I am abler to ac- 
nowledge than to pay, and there- 
fore — throw my ſelf upon 
your good Nature to remit it. 
I muſt beg you would believe, 
f 5 A-2-.- mat 


(4) 
that the Promiſe T made you at 
parting, of a Packet of News 
once a Week, was the Effect of 
a long Retirement, and Unac- 
quaintedneſs with publick Affairs 
for .theſe laſt Three Years, and 
proceded merely from a miſtaken 
Opinion, that things were as they 
uſed to be before that memorable 
Period of time, when every Han- 
ders Mail brought us ſomething, 
that our own and our Countrey's 
Friends might read with Joy and 
Satisfaction. But I am told from 
good Hands, that Faſhion has 
been out a great while; and can 
aſſure you, upon my own Know- 
ledge, that ſince I came to Town, 
the Famine of News has been 
ſo general and uninterrupted, that 
J could find nothing to write to 
you that would be thought worth 
the Poſtage; and you know the 
Franks are now become a Mo- 
nopoly- to one Bide 8 


I write this chiefly to let you 
know the Reaſon of my not wri- 
ting before, for as to Entertain- 
e ment, 


(5) 

ment, you are to expect none. 
An Alta Quies ſeems to have poſ- 
ſeſs'd this part of the Nation, 
and the Generality of the People 
enjoy a kind of an indolent dozing. 
The Phyſicians now in vogue 
1 out, that this State of Inſen- 
ibility is really a ſound, natural, 
ſalutary Reſt; but others take 
upon them to ſay, that it is Le- 
thargic, and the Effect of a Di- 
ſtemper. Which of theſe Fwo 
Opinions is the right, I have too 
little Skill in State-Medicine, and 
too much Caution to venture to 
determine. | | 


The frequent Prorogations have, 
no doubt, reach'd your Corner 
of the World, and that the Oc- 
caſion of them is commonly belie- 
ved to be the Delay of the Peace. 
Thoſe Halcyon-Days, ſo much 
talked of, ſeem indeed to advance 
towards us with a very {low pace, 
and when they will arrive is not 
very certain. Our Couriers, like 
Noah's Dove, are ſent out to ſee 
if the Waters of Diſcord are 
abated 


(6) 
abated from the Face of the 
Earth, but, like her too, come 
home empty, and we are told 
we muſt ftay yet other Sever 
Days, and then they are again 
ſent forth, and then too they re- 


turn again without the expected 
Olive-Branch. 


What the Reaſons of theſe Pro- 
craſtinations and Diſappointments 


may be; whether they 2 
culties 


from bad Roads and Di 
in the Way, or from a well-na- 
tured Deſign to enhance the Va- 
lue, and {weeten the Enjoyment 
of the long-promiſed Bleſſing, 
when we get it, are amongſt the 
Arcana Imperii, thoſe Myſteries o 
State, which we lower Mortals 


om 


are now-a-days forbidden to look 


into. But after all, if one may 
gueſs at great things from ſmall 
Appearances, this mighty Buſineſs 
ſhould not be far off; for the Mu- 


giving, has already been rehears'd 
at St. Paul's. Now in all Thea- 
trical Repreſentations that ever I 

Tn heard 


| ſick, compoſed for the Thankſ- 


(7) 
heard of, the Rehearſal does not 
uſe long to precede the Action, 
from whence we may pretty 
ſafely conclude, that the glorious 
Thankſgiving it ſelf is at hand. 
But by the way, there are ſome 
malicious Fellows, that give even 
this matter an invidious Turn, 
and ſay, that it is but an awkward 
Piece of Devotion paid to the 
Deity in the Place where he is 
ſuppoſed to be peculiarly preſent, 
to give him the mean Enter- 
tainment of tuning the Inſtru- 
ments, in order to be able to per- 
form the more perfectly before 


his Vn ——— 


For my own part, I had ſuch 
an Opinion of the near Approach 
of this fine thing, called Peace, 
that it is not many Hours ſince 
1 was firmly perſwaded that it 
was here, even at the Door. 
And ſince I have nothing better 
to divert you with, I will give 
way ſo much to the Noiſe which 
ſtill continues in my Ears, as to 
tell you ti.e Occaſion of it. 
ET. 


($0 


When I wak*d: this Morning, 
I found my ſelf in the midſt of 
a general Clangor of Bells, which 
was ſoon after followed by ſeveral 
Diſcharges of Cannon, Shouts, 
and Huzza's, and ſuch other u- 
ſual Expreſſions of a publick Joy. 
I immediately conſulted my AL 
manack, and found it was no Ca- 
lendar Holiday, upon which I 
could not but conclude, that the 
r Occaſion of all theſe mirth- 

ul Appearances muſt be, that the 
Peace was landed ſafe, and in 
good Condition, upon the Eugliſb 
Shore. You'll eaſily believe, that 
this Conjecture ſpurr'd my Cu- 
rioſity on to an Inquiry, which 
I have fince repented of; for one 
of the Porters of the Houſe ſoon 
informed me, with much Sa- 
tisfaction in his Look, mixt 
with an Air of Surprize at my 
Ignorance in the matter, That 
zom the Iime was come when the 
DocTor might have Liberty to 
Preach, and that was the Reaſon f 


the Reja biss... 90 1 
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_ , Notwithſtanding that I have 
been a little enured of late to 
| prodigious and unaccountable 
Phenomena, yet it is not eaſie to 
frame an Idea of the Aſtoniſhment 
and Indig nation, that at once fill'd 
my Mind upon this Occafion. ----- 
Is it come to this, thought I, 
that the higheſt Inſtances of Ho- 
nour and Regard, that the Peo- 
ple know to pay to Heroes, 
Conquerors, and the greateſt Be- 
nefuGors of Mankind, muſt be 
perverred and abuſed to celebrate 
at once the Guilt and Succeſs of 
the blackeſt Crimes! Are thoſe 
Inſtruments of Rejoicing, which I 
have heard found the Glories of 
the REVOLUTION, and the 
Victories of JOHN DUKE 
of MARLBOROUGH, to 
whoſe Peals I have ſo often 
drunk to the immortal Memory 
of our GREAT DELIVERER, 
and the Health of that ILLU- 
STRIOUS GENERAL, raviſh'd 
and forc'd to proclaim a nauſe- 
ous, deteſtible Adoration to an 
11 B ins 


( 10) 
infamous Prieſt, who would have 
preach'd us back into the Sla- 
very, from which that R E- 
VOLUTTION reſcued us, and 
loſt us the Benefit thoſe Vieo- 
ries procured: for us! 


Quis furor 0 Cives ! que tanta ra Inſania! 


1 dare not truſt my ſelf too 
long to the Heat that this Sub- 
ject inſpires; but to cool a little 
upon the matter, can there be 
a more malignant Symptom of 
the Degeneracy of a People, than 
ſuch a vile Proſtitution of pub- 
lick Reſpect and Applauſe? It 
is true, there is no real Honour 
in the Roarings of Cannon, Ring- 

ing of Bells, or Acclamations of 
a Multitude, if they proceed not 
from an honourable Reaſon and 
Foundation : But that is not the 
Queſtion here. Things of this 
Nature muſt be taken as they 
are intended, and as the Expreſ- 
ſion of the Sentiments of thoſe 
that do them. 


The 
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The cutragious Extravagancies 
that appear'd during the Trial, 
might admit of this Excuſe; that 
they were done in a Fit of blind 
Zeal, the worſt fort of Madneſs; 
when the People were induſtri- 
oully work'd up into an Opinion, 
that the Church was in Danger, 
and the whole ſacred Order ſtruck 
at in this Perſon: But to fee the 
ſame things re-acted, after an 
Interval of Three Years, when 
there are no ſuch Ingredients in 
the Caſe, and the Paſſions have 
had Leifure to ſubſide; when one 
would fancy there mult have been 
ſome Returns of Thinking and 
Reflexton, and that of. the moſt 
affecting ſort, Reflexion upon the 
fatal Conſequences of what they 
did before; I ſay, to fee the ſame 
things re. acted aſter all this, is 
a ſad Indication of a corrupt and 
malicious Mind, and that the 
Venom has paſſed into the Heart. 
What was done at firſt might be 
called Man-ſlaughter upon the Con- 
ſtitution, but this is w:l'ul Murder. 
. = 8 The 


ein 


The Phrenſy of the Neopoli- 

Fans, aſter Maſſ niell the firſt, laſt- 
ed but a few Days, and then 
turn'd upon the Author of it. 
That of the Evzgliſh Mob, after 
this ſecond Maſſaniello, has ſurvi- 
ved almoſt as many Years with- 
out any Signs of Recovery. 
What is become of the various 
Humour of the Exgliſb Nation 

ariſing from the changeable Tem- 
per of our Climate, which we 
hear of fo often amongſt Fo- 


reigners? Tho' we have been 


reproach'd with that as a Fault, 
yet we had this Advantage from 
it, that as we chang'd often 
from Good to Evil, ſo on the 
other Hand, from Evil to Good. 
But now we ſeem to be ſeis'd 
with a Fit of Conſtancy the wrong 
way, and to be inſtable only in 
good Humours, fixt and perma- 
nent in bad. 


4 would be glad to know what 
the Men of Ambition, and that 
court popular Applauſe, think of 

55 this 
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this Affair, and how they in- 
tend to value themſelves here- 
after upon the Acclamations of 

their Country-Men. Let them 
go out as Generals, and out-brave 
a Thouſand Deaths in foreign 
Fields, and make for them a ſuc- 
ceſsful War; Or let them, if 
they like that better, go as Ple- 
nipotentiaries, ſpend . their 
Strength and Spirits in the Arts 
of the Cabinet, and negotiate fot 
them a happy Peace, and what 
ſhall be the Reward of all their 
Toils and Labours? Why truly, 
the ſame Honours, the ſame won- 
derful Teſtimonies of Reſpect ſhall 
be given to them, that have been 
polluted in an Offering to this 

Idol. 


You and I, my Friend, have 
often read over with Pleaſure 
thoſe Paſſages of Cicero, where he 
exalts and triumphs with ſo much 
Pride of Heart, in the publick 
Profeſſions of Joy and Venera- 
tion with which his Country- 
Men receiv'd him out of Ba- 
e 5 niſhment. 
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niſhment, Pardon me, ye Manes 
of the Heathen Orator, that I 
mention him in the fame Page 
with the Chriſtian Prieſt! But 
1 cannot help imagining to my 
ſelf what this great Man would 
have done, if he had lived to ſee 
thoſe Honours upon which he 
uſed to pique himſelf and fecd 
his Vanity, prophaned at fo im- 


pious 'a Rate. Had he lived to 


ſee the Day when a Tongue that 
never ſpoke a wiſe or an honeſt . 
Sentence, that has been a perpe- 
tual Proftitute to Tyranny in 
the Prince, or Faction in the Peo- 
ple, ſhould be received into the 
Pulpit with ſuch Adorations and 
Solemnities as thoſe, with which 


bis own divine Organ, that never 


moved but in the Cauſe of Li- 
berty and Virtue, was reſtored 
to the Senate-Houſe, he would 
ſurely have drawn one long black 
Stroke over all his boaſting Peri- 
ods on that Subject, or elſe have 
ſatisfied himſelf with telling Po- 
ſterity, That the Virtue and good 
Senſe of his Country- Men was {© 
; 7 much 
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much ſuperiour to that of ours, 
that they muſt not pretend to 
judge of the Motives upon which 
the Romans acted, by any that 
now prevail amongſt Exgliſb-Men. 


It would not, I believe, be un- 
entertaining to know what the 
French Ambaſſador ſaid, or at 


leaſt thought of the Exgliſb Na- 


tion, when he was firſt told the 
Reaſon of the Rejoicings of this 
Day; and whether he does not 
believe, that his great Maſter 
would think it reflected a Sha- 
dow upon his own Glory, to ſee 
the People compliment a Friar 
with the fame Honours that they 
pay to him, upon his Birth or 
Acceſſion-Days; and hold himſelf 
as much obliged to take Care of 
a Jeſuit or . Prieſt that ſhould get 
ſuch an Influence over the French 
Mobb, as of a Clement, or a Ra- 
diliac. 3 17 | 


E have been ſeriouſly conſider- 
ing, but cannot for my Life find 
out what Notions have got into 

the 
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the Peoples Heads, and what 
mighty Advantages they expect 
from this happy Turn, upon 
which they let themſelves out in 
ſuch a Profuſion of Joy. Do on 
imagine, that either their Souls 
or Bodies will be better taken 
care of? Or, that the Mouth 
of this Prieft being open, will al- 
ways ſerve as a Warning-piece 
to give Notice of any approach- 
ing Danger either in the Church 
or State? Strange Deluſion ! 
Becauſe an inſignificant Creature, 
the Puppet of a Party, was once 
employ'd (he did not know why, 
but was pleas'd to ſee it look*d 
like Miſchief) as a Tool in gi- 
ving Fire to a Train that had 
been long and deeply laid by 
other Hands, muſt be therefore 
look'd upon as the Guardian- 
Angel of the Iſle, to trumpet 
the Signal to the Multitude, 
when they are to be Slaves or 
Rebels to their Governours? The 
preſent M -y will own him 
only in the former Capacity, 
and ſcorn to own the Change, 

vpon 
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upon Which their Promotion was 
Te to ſo foul an Original. 
A certain. Lord' with a white Staff 
has frequently, in the Hearing of 
ſome of our Friends, ſaid the moſt 
eontemptible things of him, The 
Doctor, ſays he, like the Hy 
.upon the, Coach- Wheel, cries out, 
What A "Duſt do I raiſe! I be- 
.lieve vou your {df heard the 
fame great Man, then a Mem- 
ber of another Houſe, 'in the 
Debate about Recommitting the 
Articles of Impeachment, male 
it his chief Argument, That for 
that Body to purſue ſo contem- 
ptible a 8 in a Parliamen- 
.tary Way, was to render the 
Proſecutions of the Commons of 
Great Britain vile and cheap; : 
that their proper Game was the 
Lions and Tygers of the State, 
not the Hedge. Hogs and the 
Pole-Cats. Every Body knows, 
that his beſt Friends in the Houſe 
of Peers, choſe to put his Defence 
upon ſuch Topicks as, if he were 
not abandoned to all Senſe of 
Shame, ſhould check him from 
©. 11.203. (hep 
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ever appearing in a pulpit as 
long as he lives: That he Ser- 
mon was nothing but an inco- 
herent Rhapſody of raving Non- 
ſenſe, 2 Heap of noiſie, uncharita- 
ble Words thrown together with- 
out any Senſe or Meaning ; and 
that there were in it ſuch Marks 
of Ideocy or Lunacy, as were 
abundantly ſufficient to acquit 
pn of the Malice. 


1 will not enter into his pri- 
vate Character, ſince it has 
already been made appear too 
dirty for me to handle. Be- 
ſides, I am afraid, That he has 
in common with too many that 
bear the ſame indelible Chara- 
ter. But there is one thing 
which I will not omit to men- 
tion, becauſe it ariſes out of my 
favcurite (a) Chapter in the firſt 
Epiſtle to the Girl bid. The 
ene Apoſtle there ſays, That tho 
he ſpake with the J. * of Men 


n 
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and 
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and Augels, tho he had the Gift 
of Prophecy, aud underſtood all My- 
Neries, 2% all Auowledge, and 
tho' be had all Faith, ſo "phat he 
could remove Mountains, and had 
not Cborit), be was mithing. LO And 
to R eee. ol 2 Man that cannot 
ſpeak Senſe in any. Tongue, un: 
lels it be compos d for him by 
A who has ne dali Gift 

roph knowledge, nor 
Faith; 0 <Y, Ward, 5 ank 
no part either of divine or hu- 
mane Learning? Surely the very 
belt that can be faid of him is, 
That he is e Braſs. os 


Give me Leave (cho it is a 
little ſoreign) to tell yon one 
ſhort Story of him, Which is 
very well known at Oxford, and 
may ſerve as a Reaſon for my in⸗ 
troducing Cicero juſt now with 
ſo much Ceremony. The Doctor, 
when a Tutor in the Univerſity, 
airing himſelf one Day in M-ad- 
lin Walks, met one of his oun 
Pup.ls, a , young G-ntleman ct 


C 2 Qua- 
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uality nd. Fortune, whoſe Frien 
Qu N ſo ill by him as to 19 
him into ſuch Hands, and ob- 
ſerving he had a Bodk in his 
Hand, ask him what he was 
reading, The Gentleman told 
him, it was a Piece of Tul. 
What males you read Tilly, Sir, 
. the Doctor, with bone 
Warmth ? Read Sir H. M.. ec. 
Verks, and my Works, they 2 teach 
you to Eno Mem. int the Werld 
Did you ever hear ſuch horrid 
Blaſphemy againſt ide moſt ve- 
nerable Remains "of ' Antiq quity 
that we enjov, except the Bee 
Here's Inſtruction 12 4 
ſter to 4 Scholar !, Whether 
Man that was capable 'of Ying 
this ought not have been 
made incapable _ of the Office 
of a. 9 5 for ever f alter 
wards, I. leave to the Vice 
Sealer and Heads of Houſes 
determine; bye, 1 am a. 
fai ſuch Advice has Had 
too miſchievous an Effect, and 
ſo far debauchd the Minds 
of our young Gentlemen, "as 
ag to 


0 21 * 
to make them leave thoſe 
fore "Formtains, out of which 


by 


they might draw and 
uſeful Knowledge, bor the naſty 
Puddles of ſuch factious Li- 


bels as are here recommend- 
ed. 


* . 


*. 


I would willin ly PR with 
you a little longer, but a 
Pariſhioner of the Doctors bom- 
bards me from his Battery on 
the other Side the River, with 
ſo much Fury, that I can 
| hardly think quietly, or write 
ſteddily. When IT hear what 
Healths, and what Confuſions 
have been drank in the moſt 
celebrated Clubs on this Fe- 
ſtival- Night, and whether an 
Anniverfary7 Thankſgiving is 
intended to be kept on 
this Occaſion, you may expect 
another Trouble. At preſent 
Til go out, and try to get 
Together a mall 200; that 
we may make a Sally, and 
nail up the Enemy's Cannon; 
tor i” the ee conti- 
nues 
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nues at this violent Rate, 1 
ſhall - have my Chambers tum- 
bling about 0 125 before to 
Morrow Morning. an tris tn 


# + 


Jam, 
- * P * 1 * 
1 CANT? (04.38 
: ear Si 
32 0 D 8 r. ? * ; 4 | 
pot 1 v V : | 7 
1 * 1 $8 "_ 4 ; ö CY 1 f ES f 


4 4 4 Tours, with great Re- 


” . 4 P F ia 5 
s$F .% 


. { 4.4 oy 2 1 


| 1944 ſpebband Sincerity, 


Inner-Tem- _ _ 
ple March k | | 
1234; V7 BB. . | | S300 1225 ? 


Py 1 
* 
: 


© PhnLopatRIVS. 


T9 of iS A Gentleman juſt now 

Ear, that there is a plot 
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Outrage, and that it is ſpirited 


up with Deſign to force a Pre- 
ferment for the Doctor, which 
the M— have no Mind to 


give him, by terrifying them 


with this monſtrous Appearance 
of his Intereſt amongſt the Peo- 


grain! 


ple. This is Paſlive-Obedience in 
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